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Introduction 

The School of Social and Human Sciences of the Universidad Ana G. Méndez, through the 

Department of Social Work, offers the Master's degree in Social Work with Clinical specialization, 

accredited by the Council of Social Work Education (CSWE). Our Master's in Social Work responds 

to the transformation of the social and human development needs of Puerto Rico, the Caribbean 

and the United States. It integrates the theoretical and philosophical currents of the profession, 

both in the United States and in Latin America. Recognizes the importance of recruiting students 

committed to their own learning and willing to serve as promoters of the common good, 

acceptance of diversity and the struggle for human rights and the improvement of the quality of 

life for society as a whole. 

Vision and mission 

Vision 

To be recognized in Puerto Rico, the Caribbean and the United States as a Social Work program 

of excellence. 

Mission 

To prepare competent Social Work professionals committed to social justice, human rights and 

the defense of diversity in all its manifestations. Our graduates will demonstrate critical thinking 

skills with the capacity to communicate effectively and conduct research related to their practice; 

will be capable of integrating entrepreneurship, self-management and technology in their work 

and will self-identify as active citizens in a global world in constant change, committed to the 

social transformation of Puerto Rico, the Caribbean and the United States. 

 

 

                                                           
1 In this newsletter, people interested in our program will find the necessary information to request admission and 
guide their academic progress. First version in English, January, 2018. 
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The Program 

The program prepares students for clinical professional practice, able to contribute with their 

leadership and guidance to programs and services for vulnerable populations in Puerto Rico, the 

Caribbean and the United States. The context and geographical location of the program offer 

students the opportunity to meet the needs of a variety of vulnerable populations. 

Defining Social Work 

Social Work is an applied discipline that promotes equity, social and political justice and the well-

being of human and social systems through knowledge of human behavior and social systems, 

framed in historical-cultural, socio-economic and social contexts, where politics takes place. This 

is achieved through our intervention with individuals, families, groups, organizations and 

communities. Social Work is a profession of concerted action for the transformation of people 

and the social, political, economic and cultural environment. Our graduates are integrated into 

their communities and workplaces with awareness of the importance of individual and collective 

responsibility for the improvement of the quality of life of those we serve. 

Clinical Social Work 

We define Clinical Social Work as a modality of Social Work where theory and methods of the 

profession are applied in the prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of the problems, disability or 

limitations, presented by individuals, families and groups that could include mental, cognitive, 

behavioral and emotional disorders. Clinical Social Work promotes personal well-being and socio-

economic and political environment that influences the participants. 

Objectives and competencies 

The Master's Program has been designed using the accreditation criteria established by the 

CSWE. For these purposes, we have established the following competencies: 

1. Demonstrate Ethical and Professional Behavior Competency  

2. Engage Diversity and Difference in Practice  

3. Advance Human Rights and Social, Economic, and Environmental Justice Competency 

4. Engage in Practice-informed Research and Research-informed Practice 

5. Engage in Policy Practice  

6. Engage with Individuals, Families, Groups, Organizations, and Communities  

7. Assess Individuals, Families, Groups, Organizations, and Communities  

8. Intervene with Individuals, Families, Groups, Organizations, and Communities  

9. Evaluate Practice with Individuals, Families, Groups, Organizations, and Communities 
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CURRICULUM 

The Master's in Social Work consists of 54 credits distributed as follows: 

 27 credits in core courses of the profession 

 27 credits in specialization courses 

27 credits in core courses of the profession Credits 

SWGR 504-O Social Policy Analysis  3 

SWGR 505-O Human Diversity and Social Justice 3 

SWGR 506-O Social Work with Individuals and Families 3 

SWGR 507-O Social Work with Groups, Communities and Organizations 3 

SWGR 510-O Research Design 3 

SWGR 601-O Theories and Models of Human Development and Behavior I 3 

SWGR 606-O Theories and Models of Human Development and Behavior II 3 

SWGR 555-O Social Work with Seminar and Field Practicum I 6 

        Total Credits   27 

27 credits in core courses of the profession Credits 

SWGR 602-O Clinical Intervention I  3 

SWGR 607-O Clinical Intervention II  3 

SWGR 511-O Research Analysis  3 

SWGR 655-O Social Work with Seminar and Field Practicum II**  6 

SWGR 665-O Social Work with Seminar and Field Practicum III**  6 

Total Specialization Credits:   21 

Elective Specialization Courses (Select 6 credits)  

SWGR 604-O Social Work and Mental Health  3 

***SWGR 608-O Psychopathology, Human Behavior and Social Environment 3 

SWGR 620-O Adult and Elderly Development  3 

SWGR 623-O Psychoactive Drugs  3 

SWGR 616-O Violence and Society  3 

SWGR 627-O Mental Health Services and Policies  3 

SWGR 625-O Psychopharmacology and Social Work  3 

       Total Specialization Credits  27 
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Program Duration 

The Master Program in Social Work, is distinguished by its flexibility in the rhythm of the 

sequential courses. The students admitted to the program, choose the rhythm to which they 

want to complete the program. They can take from a minimum of 3 credits to a maximum of 15 

credits per semester with prior approval of the program management. The program can take 

from two years and one summer (students who want to study full-time) to three or four years 

(taking 9 credits per semester). Students admitted under the modality of the Advanced Program 

and who study full-time, can complete the program in two semesters and one summer. The last 

pages of this informative material provide several models of sequence of classes to guide the 

students in the design of their program. 

Course Modality  

All the courses of the Master of Social Work are offered in part of terms, except for Seminars and 

Practicum courses, which are offered in semesters. The master's courses are scheduled at night 

from Monday to Friday and during the day on Saturdays. Therefore, the student must have 

availability to study both Monday through Friday at night (6:00 pm-10:00pm), and Saturdays 

(8:00 am-12:00pm / 1: 00-5: 00pm) to complete program. 

Course Content 

All courses, in addition to their specific content, include content and awareness exercises on 

values and professional ethics. In addition, in all courses the strengthening of the following skills 

and dispositions are emphasized: 

o Skills of: 
 Critical reading 

 Descriptive and argumentative writing 

 Self-reflection and personal growth 

 

o Promotion of provisions towards: 
 The social-community commitment 

 The appreciation of diversity 

 The recognition of oppression in society 

 Recognition of the impact of globalization 
 
Social Work Research 
 
The Master's Program includes two research courses. Students are prepared to conduct 
quantitative and qualitative research related to the practice of Social Work. All the courses 
include short and specific research activities and projects for the promotion of skills of the 
practice informed by the research. The first research course (SWGR 510-O) is part of the core 
component and the second course (SWGR 511-O) is part of the specialty component. 
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Academic Advisement 

 

The student that requires it will receive academic advisement by a member of the faculty during 

their stay in the program. Academic advisement can help guide the student in the process of 

selecting courses, practice scenarios and general doubts about their professional training 

process. Similarly, students will receive guidance and support from academic advisers and 

coordinators. 

Supervised Practice 

Supervised practice in Social Work is an integral component of the training of social workers. The 

seminar and the practice constitute the scenario where the theoretical knowledge acquired in 

the courses converge and the intervention skills with individuals, families, groups, organizations 

and communities are refined. 

1. Three internships of 300 semester hours each for a total of 900 hours of practice. 

2. The second and third practices attend to the development of the particular skills of the 

clinical specialization. 

Generalist2 Supervised Practice  

The first supervised practice (SWGR 555-O) works the basic skills of the generalist model and is 

part of the core component of Social Work. It consists of 300 semester hours that do not include 

the contact hours of the seminar. 

To apply for the SWGR 555-O course, the student must have passed at least the following 

foundation courses: SWGR 504-O, SWGR 505-O, SWGR 506-O, SWGR 507-O, SWGR 510-O and 

SWGR 601-O. 

Advanced Supervised Practice 

To apply for advanced practice (SWGR 655-O) the student must had completed, all core courses, 

including SWGR 555-O. You must also pass the first part of the comprehensive exam, as well as 

the specialty courses SWGR 511-O and SWGR 602-O. Understand that you must make two 

separate requests for practice. The seminar and the practice have a combined value of 6 credits. 

Schedule of the practices 

Students will be assigned to practice sites according to the criteria of the centers of practice, 

experience and availability. The program does not guarantee the availability of nocturnal practice 

sites for students and thus students must make arrangements to complete practice hours during 

the day. 
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ADMISSION 

Admission to the Master’s in Social Work (MSW) Program is competitive. The students are 

selected, within the group of candidates, according to the criteria established by the Department 

of Social Work to complete the program and become Social Workers of excellence. Candidates 

must demonstrate during the admission process that they have the intellectual capacity, the 

communication skills, the profile and the appropriate temperament for the Social Work 

profession. 

Requirements 

Those interested in being admitted to the Master's Program in Social Work must meet the 

admission requirements. The Department of Social Work conducts group orientation exercises 

with all candidates who request and meet the minimum requirements. A maximum number of 

students to be admitted is established each semester.  Students are admitted according to the 

total score obtained in the selection criteria (GPA, interview, recommendations and essay). The 

Admissions Committee may suggest courses to strengthen their skills, before and during the first 

year of admission to the Program. 

Important note: Credit is not granted for life experience, volunteering, or work experience as a 

social worker. 

Required General Competences  

Students must be able to read and understand scientific and professional texts in Spanish and 

English. In addition, they must be able to understand, read, speak and write in both languages, 

Spanish and English. Also, they are expected to have skills in the management of computer 

technology, programming and cyber browsing. The Universidad Ana G. Méndez provides training 

for the development of information technology skills and access to computer equipment and 

wireless Internet in all campuses. 

Candidates with baccalaureates in Social Work 

Admitted students who have a Bachelor's Degree in Social Work from a program accredited by 

the CSWE can be granted Advanced Status and can be exempted from a maximum of up to 27 

credits. Courses will not be validated to students from programs not accredited by the CSWE. 

The general average of graduation of the baccalaureate must be of 3.00 or more and all the 

courses of the specialization must have been approved with A or B. Six credits will be granted for 

the practice, only if it was an A was obtained. The granting of the Baccalaureate degree must be 

five years or less. Each student will be evaluated to determine the number of credits to be 

granted. In the same way, any student who prefers it, may participate as a listener in a course 

that he/she understands should be strengthened. The courses as a listener have a cost 

established by the University that must be verified at the time of registration. 
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Candidates with baccalaureates in other disciplines 
 
Applicants with baccalaureates are accepted in any discipline, as long as the degree has been 
obtained in an institution licensed or recognized by the Board of Education of Puerto Rico (CEPR). 
However, the following courses are prerequisites: 

 
1. Social research 
2. Statistics 
3. Any course in Social Sciences 

 
Students who have not passed these courses in their baccalaureate program must approve them 
before beginning the graduate program. 
 
GRADUATION 
Requirements 
To graduate from the program, a general average of 3.00 is required and a comprehensive grade 
examination is required. The seminar and supervised practice are approved with A or B; a C 
requires that the course be repeated; With D or F the student is suspended and a committee of 
three faculty members must examine the case to determine if a second opportunity is granted 
to repeat the seminar and practice. The Committee will be appointed by the Director of the 
Department of Social Work. 
 
Comprehensive exam 
The comprehensive examination consists of two parts. The first part evaluates the integration of 
the material of the courses of the fundamental components in Social Work. The second part of 
the exam evaluates the advanced components. 
 
The first part of the comprehensive exam is taken by passing all the courses that are part of the 
foundation component. They must pass this part of the exam in order to continue with their study 
program. It is important that you follow the recommendations of the study blocks to achieve 
your academic goal. 
 
The part of the specialty degree examination is taken during the last semester of studies (SWGR 
671). It can be taken during the second practice with a special request of the student taking 
responsibility for the material. To apply for the exam, you must have completed all specialty 
courses, in addition to the first part of the exam. 
 
The exam consists of composite discussion questions in the areas of fundamentals and 
specialization. The exam is offered only once per semester. It has cost and can be repeated three 
times. The notification of results is sent by regular mail six weeks after taking the exam. 
The student body must be aware of the exam dates, which will be published at the beginning of 
the semester on the boards of Social Work edicts. They must complete the application and 
payment within the established deadlines. Applications are not accepted outside the established 
dates to request. If the student pays for the exam and decides not to take it, his / her payment 
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will be valid for an additional semester, as long as he / she cancels within the established period. 
After this period, you will have to pay for the exam in the applicable fees at the time of attending 
the exam. Said payment will not be refundable. 
 
STUDENT SEPARATION POLICY 
The Master Program in Social Work requires that students maintain a level of achievement and 
general average in accordance with the standards established in the UNE Student Handbook. 
More importantly, students must demonstrate appropriate professional behavior, appropriate 
temperament for the profession, teamwork skills, ability to follow directions, and effective use 
of the mentoring and supervision process. 
 
The Supervised Practice Manual details the policy of separation of students in situations where 
the student incurs absences during that period of academic experience. 
 
The Department of Social Work reserves the right to suspend or expel students from the program 
by: 

 Demonstrate inconsistent behaviors with the values of the profession in their 
interaction with classmates, professors, academic or administrative personnel or other 
university personnel or with clients or staff of the practice centers. 

 Demonstrate inconsistent behaviors with the communication and professional 
interaction skills of Social Work, both in the university space and in the practice centers. 

 Poor or inappropriate performance in practice centers. 

 Plagiarized academic assignments in the courses. 

 Violating the Code of Ethics of the Professional Association of Social Work of Puerto 
Rico. 

 
STUDENT PARTICIPATION POLICY  
Recognizing the need for student participation in making academic, administrative and 
community decisions, and in accordance with the accreditation criteria established by the CSWE, 
the faculty of the Department of Social Work has agreed student participation in ordinary 
meetings of faculty. The student representative chosen for this task must be selected in a student 
assembly of the National Association of Social Work Students. 
 
GRANTING OF SOCIAL WORK LICENSES 
For the exercise of the profession of Social Work in Puerto Rico, in addition to having an academic 
degree in the discipline, the issuance of a license by the Board of Examiners of Social Work 
Professionals is required. Said Board, in addition to the corresponding academic degree, 
establishes among its requirements a Negative Certificate of Criminal Record and the Negative 
Certification or Compliance with the Payment for the Support of Minors, in addition to other 
requirements. To access detailed information on the subject, you can refer to the following link: 
https://estado.pr.gov/es/profesionales-del-trabajo-social/. 
 
 

https://estado.pr.gov/es/profesionales-del-trabajo-social/
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 UNIVERSIDAD ANA G. MÉNDEZ 
SCHOOL OF SOCIAL AND HUMAN SCIENCES 

PROGRAM TITLE: SOCIAL WORK 
CREDENTIAL ISSUED: MASTER IN SOCIAL WORK - DEGREE REQUIREMENTS 

FOUNDATION COURSES (27 Credits) CRS PRE-REQUISITE 

SWGR 504-O Social Policy and Social Work  3  

SWGR 505-O Human Diversity and Social Justice 3  

SWGR 506-O Social Work with Individuals and Families 3  

SWGR 507-O Social Work with Groups, Communities and Organizations 3 SWGR 506-O 

SWGR 510-O Research Design 3  

SWGR 601-O Theories and Models of Human Development and Behavior I 3  

SWGR 606-O Theories and Models of Human Development and Behavior II 3 SWGR 601-O 

SWGR 555-O Social Work with Seminar and Field Practicum I 6 

SWGR 504-O, SWGR 505-O, SWGR 506-

O, SWGR 507-O, SWGR 510-O, SWGR 

601-O, SWGR 606-O 

SWGR 670-O Comprehensive Exam (1st part) 0 Concurrent with SWGR 555-O 

SWGR 602-O Clinical Intervention I  3  

SWGR 607-O Clinical Intervention II  3 SWGR 602-O 

SWGR 511-O Research Analysis  3 SWGR 510-O 

SWGR 655-O Social Work with Seminar and Field Practicum II**  6 

SWGR 555-O, SWGR 602-O, SWGR 511-

O, SWGR 670-O 

SWGR 665-O Social Work with Seminar and Field Practicum III**  6 SWGR 655-O 

SWGR 671-O Comprehensive Exam (2nd Part)  0 SWGR 670-O 

SWGR 604-O Social Work and Mental Health  3 SWGR 670-O 

***SWGR 608-O Psychopathology, Human Behavior and Social Environment 3 SWGR 670-O 

SWGR 620-O Adult and Elderly Development  3 SWGR 670-O 

SWGR 623-O Psychoactive Drugs  3 SWGR 670-O 

SWGR 616-O Violence and Society  3 SWGR 670-O 

SWGR 627-O Mental Health Services and Policies  3 SWGR 670-O 

SWGR 625-O Psychopharmacology and Social Work  3 SWGR 604-O, SWGR 670-O 

TOTAL NUMBER OF CREDITS 54 

*Language skills in English and Spanish will be assessed with a placement test. Additional language courses may be needed according to the student’s scores in 

placement tests. If students qualify for Preparatory Language Courses or developmental Language Courses, they must enroll in the courses immediately to 

increase academic performance in the language. Students must abide with the minimum required hours and policies set by the state and local social work 

states boards for practicum experiences. Students must comply with State and local social work certification requirements for the degree, as applicable. ***This 

course is mandatory in Florida. REV 7/5/17 
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Program Title: SOCIAL WORK  (UNIVERSIDAD ANA G. MÉNDEZ) 

Degree: MASTER OF ARTS SOCIAL WORK (MSW) 

Credits: 54 

DEGREE REQUIREMENTS 
EFECTIVE JANUARY 2018 

PT Course Code Course Title 
Week

s  
Credits Pre-requisites 

FIRST YEAR – FIRST SEMESTER –  PART OF TERM 11 

E08/

E16 
ENGL 500-O 

Graduate Preparatory English* 

 
8 3 

 

E08/

16 
SPAN 500-O 

Graduate Preparatory Spanish* 
8 3 

 

E09/

E17 
ENGL 501-O 

Academic Writing for Graduate Students I* 

 
8 3 

 

E09/

E17 
SPAN 501-O 

Academic Writing for Graduate Students I* 

 
8 3 

 

Total per Semester 12  

FIRST YEAR – SECOND SEMESTER –  PART OF TERM 12 

E08/

E16 
ENGL 502-O 

Academic Writing for Graduate Students II* 
 

8 3 
 

E08/

E16 
SPAN 502-O 

Academic Writing for Graduate Students II* 
 

8 3 
 

E09/

E17 
SWGR 506-O 

Social Work with Individuals and Families 
8 3  

E09/

E17 
SWGR 601-O 

Theories and Models of Human Development and 

Behavior I 
8 3  

Total per Semester 
12 

 
 

SUMMER SESSION  PART OF TERM 13  

E08/

E16 
SWGR 505-O Human Diversity and Social Justice 8 3 

 

E08/

E16 
SWGR 606-O 

Theories and Models of Human Development and 

Behavior II 

 

8 

 

3 

SWGR 601-O 

E09/

E17 
SWGR 510-O Research Design 8 3 

 

E09/

E17 
SWGR 507-O 

Social Work with Action Groups, Communities and 

Organizations 
8 3 SWGR 506-O 

Total per semester  12 
 
 

SECOND YEAR – FIRST SEMESTER –  PART OF TERM 11 

E08/

E16 
SWGR 504-O Social Policy Analysis 8 3 

 

E15 
SWGR 555-O Social Work with Seminar and Field Practicum I 15 6 

Generalist courses 

E09/

E17 
SWGR 670-O Comprehensive Examination - - 

 

 
    

 

Total per Semester 9  
 

SECOND YEAR – SECOND SEMESTER –  PART OF TERM 12 

E08/

E16 
SWGR 602-O Clinical Interventions in Social Work I 8 3 

 

E08/

E16 
SWGR 511-O Research Analysis 

8 3 SWGR 510-O 

E09/

E17 
SWGR 608-O 

Psychopathology, Human Behavior and Social 

Environment 
8 3 

SWGR 670-O 

E09/

E17 
SWGR 607-O Clinical Interventions in Social Work II 8 3 

SWGR 602-O 

Total per semester  12 
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SUMMER SESSION  PART OF TERM 13 

E15 
SWGR 655-O 

Advanced Practice Seminar I 
8 6 

555, 602, 511, 670 

E08/

E16 
SWGR -O Clinical Elective 8 3 SWGR 670-O 

Total per Semester 9  
 

THIRD YEAR – FIRST SEMESTER –  PART OF TERM 11 

E15 
SWGR 665-O Advanced Practice Seminar II 15 6 

SWGR 655-O 

E09/

E17 
SWGR 671-O Comprehensive Examination Part 2 - - SWGR 670-O 

Total per Semester 6  

  TOTAL 54  
CREDITS 


