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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

 
Since August 2014, the Department of Design and Architecture of Universidad Ana 

G. Méndez, Gurabo Campus, offers the professional degree: Bachelor of Science in 

Landscape Architecture. Currently, it’s the only BSLA in Puerto Rico accredited by 

Landscape Architectural Accreditation Board (LAAB).     

 

A. Mission 
 

The mission of the Landscape Architecture program at Ana G. Méndez University is 

to provide academic excellence through the knowledge and application of skills in 

the discipline. With a multidisciplinary approach, it emphasizes creativity, critical 

thinking, as well as the study of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics 

(STEM). We address local and global issues relevant to the discipline through design, 

research, collaborations, and community service activities. The program promotes 

environmental, social, and cultural awareness, encouraging critical and innovative 

thinking while enhancing professional practice. 

Revision has been implemented in December 2024 for the Program Evaluation process and current LAAB accreditation. 
 

 
B. Program academic goals 

 
The academic goals relate to the program mission by developing student’s skills 

gradually through the bachelor’s sequence and by focusing core curriculum courses 

on current local and global industry topics and technologies such as cultural 

engagement, climate change, sustainability, land conservation, urban and landscape 

infrastructures, economy trends, environmentally sensible outcomes, faster social 

communication dynamics, and expansive digital data driven technologies. 

 

Presione aquí para versión en español 
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1. To stimulate excellence in landscape architectural design by providing the 

knowledge and experiences to develop fundamental competencies in the 

profession.  

2. To innovate in the science, technology, engineering, and mathematics fields by 

fostering collaboration between disciplines.  

3. To promote the discipline of landscape architecture as a critical role in the 

planning and development of the natural and built environment.  

4. To foster critical analysis and research that encourages awareness of resources, 

the use of local materials and native plants, and sustainability practices in local 

and global contexts.  

5. To instill ethical, diversity, and social responsibility through professional practice 

and community outreach projects. 

6. To promote a global perspective while preparing students to create culturally, 

environmentally, and economically sensitive designs for local communities.  

7. To implement clear benchmarks and regular assessments to track student 

progress and ensure continuous program improvement.  

 
 

C. Educational Objectives 
 
The educational objective of the program is to integrate social, cultural, and 

technological dimensions in solving design problems concerning the improvement of 

regional, rural, urban, natural, and cultural landscapes. These objectives relate to the 

program educational and mission goals by focusing on developing students with 

current professional skillsets to conduct research, analysis, and design of landscapes 

with a focus on current global industry concepts such as climate change, sustainability, 

land conservation, urban and landscape infrastructures, economy trends, 

environmentally sensible outcomes, faster social communication dynamics, and 

expansive digital data driven technologies. 

 
Curriculum specific educational objectives are:  
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1. Demonstrate critical thinking and the ability to explore ideas, 

research, and synthesize information both independently and 

in collaboration with interdisciplinary team members. 

2. Demonstrate competence, creativity, and critical judgement in applying the 

intellectual and technical skills necessary to the professional practice of 

landscape architecture; particularly skills of problem-solving surrounding 

spatial, three-dimensional design of outdoor spaces, including in particular: site 

inventory and analysis; community participation; programming; synthesis; 

communication; implementation; evaluation and management.  

3. Understand, apply, and evaluate the principles, theories, and recent research 

findings in the field of landscape architecture.  

4. Understand, apply, and innovate with materials and methods, site design, site 

engineering, environmental and ecological system dynamics to design projects.  

5. Understand and apply landscape planning, landscape technologies, 

management, performance, and construction methodologies.  

6. Demonstrate advanced communication skills, including graphic, verbal, and 

written presentation skills.  

7. Be able to perform ethically and competitively as an entry-level landscape 

architect in a public or private office or governmental agency setting 

8. Develop a conscious and innovative mind committed to diversity, inclusion, 

environmental justice, and cultural sensitivity, empowering them to create 

sustainable and equitable landscapes that honor and enhance both natural and 

human environments.  

9. Equip students with the technical skills and creative vision needed to design and 

construct innovative, sustainable, and site-specific landscapes that seamlessly 

integrate functionality, aesthetics, and environmental stewardship. 

10. Provide students with a comprehensive understanding of landscape 

technologies and mastery of advanced design software, empowering them to 

develop creative, data-driven solutions for complex environmental, urban, rural,  

 

FACILITIES & STUDENT SERVICES AT THE DEPARTMENT 
 
The Department of Design and Architecture has laboratories and workshops available 
to all students, from different disciplines. These spaces promote interdisciplinarity and 
collaboration of academic programs.  
 

• Computer labs 
• Digital Fabrication Lab: FAB LAB Puerto Rico  

o 3D Printer Room 
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o Ceramic workshop 

• Fashion design lab 
• Photo Studio 

• Access to virtual library 
 
 

PROGRAM DIRECTIVE & FACULTY 2025-2026 
 

 

Lorena González Robles 

Department Director 

• Master of Science in Brand Management & Digital Marketing 

• Master in Fashion Marketing 

• Bachelor of Design in Fashion Design 

• Email: lgonzalez355@uagm.edu 

 

 

 

Luis Antonio Pérez Rivera, ASLA 

Program Director & Full-time Professor 

• Master of Landscape Architecture 

• Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering 

• Email: perezl7@uagm.edu 

 

 

 

Michelle Delgado Wallace, ASLA 

Full-time Professor 

• Master of Landscape Architecture 

• Bachelor of Arts & Minor in Art History 

• Email: wallacem1@uagm.edu 

 

 

mailto:lgonzalez355@uagm.edu
https://agmsu-my.sharepoint.com/personal/lgonzalez355_uagm_edu/Documents/PROGRAMAS%20DE%20ARQUITECTURA/PROGRAMA%20DE%20ARQUITECTURA%20PAISAJISTA/DOCUMENTOS%20DEL%20PROGRAMA/perezl7@uagm.edu
https://agmsu-my.sharepoint.com/personal/lgonzalez355_uagm_edu/Documents/PROGRAMAS%20DE%20ARQUITECTURA/PROGRAMA%20DE%20ARQUITECTURA%20PAISAJISTA/DOCUMENTOS%20DEL%20PROGRAMA/wallacem1@uagm.edu
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Félix Ramos López 

Full-time Professor 

• Master of Architectural Conservation & Rehabilitation (Candidate 2026) 

• Bachelor of Science in Landscape Architecture 

• Email: ramosf1@uagm.edu 

 

 

 

Cynthia Burgos López, PhD 

Adjunct Professor 

• PhD in Environmental Science (Environmental Management) 

• Master of Landscape Architecture 

• Bachelor of Science in Agriculture (Agronomy) 

• Email: burgosc3@uagm.edu 

 

 

 

Amanda Silvana Coen, PLA, ASLA 

Adjunct Professor 

• Master of Landscape Architecture 

• Bachelor of Arts in International Studies 

• Email: coena1@uagm.edu 

 

 

 

Deborah Santiago Rodríguez, PE 

Adjunct Professor 

• Master in Science of Transportation Planning 

• Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering 

• Email: santiagod3@uagm.edu 

 

https://agmsu-my.sharepoint.com/personal/lgonzalez355_uagm_edu/Documents/PROGRAMAS%20DE%20ARQUITECTURA/PROGRAMA%20DE%20ARQUITECTURA%20PAISAJISTA/DOCUMENTOS%20DEL%20PROGRAMA/ramosf1@uagm.edu
https://agmsu-my.sharepoint.com/personal/lgonzalez355_uagm_edu/Documents/PROGRAMAS%20DE%20ARQUITECTURA/PROGRAMA%20DE%20ARQUITECTURA%20PAISAJISTA/DOCUMENTOS%20DEL%20PROGRAMA/burgosc3@uagm.edu
https://agmsu-my.sharepoint.com/personal/lgonzalez355_uagm_edu/Documents/PROGRAMAS%20DE%20ARQUITECTURA/PROGRAMA%20DE%20ARQUITECTURA%20PAISAJISTA/DOCUMENTOS%20DEL%20PROGRAMA/coena1@uagm.edu
https://agmsu-my.sharepoint.com/personal/lgonzalez355_uagm_edu/Documents/PROGRAMAS%20DE%20ARQUITECTURA/PROGRAMA%20DE%20ARQUITECTURA%20PAISAJISTA/DOCUMENTOS%20DEL%20PROGRAMA/santiagod3@uagm.edu
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Rudy Santos García, Agro. 

Adjunct Professor 

• Master of Science in Agricultural Extension 

• Bachelor of Science in Agriculture (Agronomy) 

• Email: santosr2@uagm.edu 

 

 

Nicole Irizarry Solá 

Adjunct Professor 

• Master of Business and Marketing 

• Bachelor of Arts in Graphic Design 

• Email: irizarryn1@uagm.edu 

 
 

 

 
ACCREDITATION 
 
 

I. Costs of Enrollment 
The estimated cost of tuition and fees for the Bachelor of Science in Landscape 
Architecture for the academic year 2024 – 2025.  
 
Credit $ 190.00 

Lab fee $ 40.00 
Other fees per academic term $ 1,150.00  

The University reserves the right to change or revise these fees and charges for 
educational services. 
 
 

II. Degrees awarded 
Over the past six years, the Bachelor of Science in Landscape Architecture has 
graduated 32 students. 
 
2017-18 3 

2018-19 5 
2019-20 1 

2020-21 6 

https://agmsu-my.sharepoint.com/personal/lgonzalez355_uagm_edu/Documents/PROGRAMAS%20DE%20ARQUITECTURA/PROGRAMA%20DE%20ARQUITECTURA%20PAISAJISTA/DOCUMENTOS%20DEL%20PROGRAMA/santosr2@uagm.edu
https://agmsu-my.sharepoint.com/personal/lgonzalez355_uagm_edu/Documents/PROGRAMAS%20DE%20ARQUITECTURA/PROGRAMA%20DE%20ARQUITECTURA%20PAISAJISTA/DOCUMENTOS%20DEL%20PROGRAMA/irizarryn1@uagm.edu
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2021-22 10 
2022-23 7 

2023-24 3 
2024-25 2 
Total: 37 

Source: Archivos Oficiales de Estadísticas Institucionales 
 
 
 

III. Student’s retention and graduation dates 
 

Year Enrollment Retention Rate 
2017 12 9 75.0% 

2018 16 14 87.5% 
2019 12 11 91.7% 

2020 10 7 70.0% 
2021 14 9 64.3% 

2022 11 10 90.9% 
2023 12 10 83.3% 

Source: Archivos Oficiales de Estadísticas Institucionales; WFPOFIC_Gurabo. 
 
 
 

IV. Completion Rates 
Year Enrollment Retention Rate 

2012 - - - 
2013 - - - 
2014 - - - 

2015 4 3 75.0% 
2016 14 4 28.6% 

2017 17 8 47.1% 
2018 19 7 36.8% 

Source: Archivos Oficiales de Estadísticas Institucionales_Cohortes Gurabo.  
 
Note: Completion Rate is defined by all students who entered the given admission 
term (includes readmissions, transfers, specials, etc.) in pursuit of a university degree 
and have completed it in 150% of the time. Changes made by the student during the 
time under analysis are not considered. 
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V. Landscape Architectural Accreditation Board (LAAB) 
 
The program of Landscape Architecture received its initial 
accreditation by LAAB in August 2019 for a six-year period. The next review must take 
place during the spring of 2025, since the period of accreditation ends on June 30, 
2025. 
 
The accreditation visit took place on April 6, 2025. Waiting for official letter. 
 
 

VI. Middle States Commission on Higher Education (MSCHE) 
 
The Statement of Accreditation Status (SAS) is the official statement of the Middle 
States Commission on Higher Education (MSCHE) about each institution’s current 
accreditation status and scope of accreditation. The SAS also provides a brief history 
of the actions taken by the Commission. For further information visit Middle States 
Commission on Higher Education (MSCHE) - Gurabo | Universidad Ana G. Méndez 
(uagm.edu) 
 
Institution: UNIVERSIDAD ANA G. MENDEZ –GURABO CAMPUS Gurabo, PR 
Address: Carretera #189, Km. 3.3 Gurabo, PR 00778 
Phone: (787) 743-7979 
URL: https://gurabo.uagm.edu/ 
 
Accreditation Summary 
CEO: Prof. Zoraida Ortiz, Chancellor 
Accreditation Liaison Officer: Prof. Wilfredo Chiclana 
Commission Staff Liaison: Dr. Melissa Hardin, Vice President 
Carnegie Classification: Doctoral/Professional Universities » Four-year, large, 
primarily nonresidential 
Control: Private (Non-Profit) 
Former Name(s): Sistema Universitario Ana G. Mendez Universidad del Turabo 
(1/1/2019) Ana G. Mendez Educational Foundation, Inc., Puerto Rico Junior College 
(3/1/1992) 
Phase: Accredited 
Status: Accreditation Reaffirmed 
Accreditation Granted: June 21, 1974 
Last Reaffirmation: 2024 
Next Self-Study Evaluation: 2031-2032 
 
 
 
 
 

https://uagm.edu/es/msche-gurabo
https://uagm.edu/es/msche-gurabo
https://uagm.edu/es/msche-gurabo
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BACHILLERATO EN CIENCIAS EN ARQUITECTURA PAISAJISTA 
 

Desde agosto 2014, el Departamento de Diseño y Arquitectura de la Universidad 

Ana G. Méndez, Recinto de Gurabo, ofrece el grado profesional Bachillerato en 

Ciencias con concentración en Arquitectura Paisajista. Actualmente, es el único BSLA 

en Puerto Rico acreditado por Landscape Architectural Accreditation Board (LAAB). 

 

A. Misión 
 

El programa de arquitectura paisajista, de la Universidad Ana G. Méndez, tiene 

como misión brindar una capacitación académica de excelencia a través del 

conocimiento y la aplicación de destrezas en la disciplina. Con un enfoque 

multidisciplinario, enfatizamos en la creatividad, el pensamiento crítico, así como el 

estudio de las ciencias, tecnología, ingeniería y matemáticas (STEM).  Abordamos 

temas locales y globales relevantes a la disciplina a través del diseño, la 

investigación, colaboraciones y actividades de servicio comunitario. El programa 

promueve la conciencia ambiental, social y cultural, pensar de manera crítica e 

innovadora, al tiempo que potencian su práctica profesional.  

La revisión fue implementada en diciembre de 2024 para el proceso de evaluación del programa y la acreditación de LAAB. 
 
 

 
B. Objetivos académicos del programa 

 
Los objetivos académicos se relacionan con la misión del programa al desarrollar 

destrezas de los estudiantes gradualmente a través del secuencial del bachillerato al 

enfocar los cursos del plan de estudio básico en temas actuales de tecnología, 

industria local y global, como el compromiso cultural, cambio climático, 

sostenibilidad, conservación de la tierra, infraestructuras urbanas y paisajísticas, 

tendencias económicas, resultados ambientalmente sensibles, redes sociales más 

Press here for english version 
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rápidas, dinámicas de comunicación y tecnologías expansivas 

impulsadas por datos digitales. 

 
1. Estimular la excelencia en el diseño arquitectónico paisajístico 

proporcionando el conocimiento y las experiencias para desarrollar 
competencias fundamentales en la profesión. 

2. Innovar en los campos de la ciencia, tecnología, ingeniería y matemáticas 
fomentando la colaboración entre disciplinas. 

3. Promover la disciplina de la arquitectura paisajista como un rol fundamental en 
la planificación y el desarrollo del entorno natural y el construido. 

4. Fomentar análisis e investigaciones críticas que fomenten la conciencia sobre 
los recursos, el uso de materiales locales y plantas nativas, y las prácticas de 
sostenibilidad en contextos locales y globales. 

5. Inculcar ética, diversidad y responsabilidad social a través de la práctica 
profesional y proyectos de extensión comunitaria. 

6. Promover una perspectiva global mientras se preparan a los estudiantes para 
crear diseños cultural, ambiental y económicamente sensibles para las 
comunidades locales. 

7. Implementar puntos de referencias claros y evaluaciones periódicas para 
realizar un seguimiento del progreso de los estudiantes y garantizar la mejora 
continua del programa. 

 
 

C. Objetivos Educativos 
 
El objetivo educativo del programa es integrar las dimensiones sociales, 

culturales y tecnológicas en la resolución de problemas de diseño relacionados con 

la mejora de los paisajes regionales, rurales, urbanos, naturales y culturales.  Estos 

objetivos se relacionan con las  metas educativas y de misión del programa al 

enfocarse en desarrollar estudiantes con habilidades profesionales actuales para 

realizar investigaciones, análisis y diseño de paisajes con un enfoque en los 

conceptos actuales de la industria global como el cambio climático, la sostenibilidad, 

la conservación de la tierra, lo urbano y el paisaje, infraestructuras, tendencias 

económicas, resultados ambientales sensibles, dinámicas de comunicación social 

más rápidas y tecnologías expansivas impulsadas por datos digitales. 

 
Los objetivos educativos específicos del currículo son: 
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1. Demostrar pensamiento crítico y la capacidad de explorar 

ideas, investigar y sintetizar información tanto de forma 
independiente como en colaboración con miembros de un equipo 
interdisciplinario. 

2. Demostrar competencias, creatividad, y juicio crítico en la aplicación de las 
habilidades intelectuales y técnicas necesarias para la práctica profesional de 
la arquitectura paisajista en particular en las habilidades de resolución de 
problemas en el diseño espacial y tridimensional de espacios al aire libre que 
incluye inventario y análisis; implementación, evaluación y administración.  

3. Comprender, aplicar, y evaluar los principios, teorías y hallazgos de 
investigaciones recientes en el campo de la arquitectura paisajista. 

4. Comprender, aplicar e innovar con materiales y métodos, diseño de área, 
ingeniería de área, dinámica de sistemas ambientales y ecológicos para 
diseñar proyectos. 

5. Comprender y aplicar la planificación del paisaje, gestión, ejecución y 
metodologías de construcción.  

6. Demostrar habilidades de comunicación avanzada, incluyendo habilidades de 
presentación gráfica, verbal y escrita.  

7. Ser capaz de desempeñarse de manera ética y competitiva como arquitecto 
paisajista principiante en una oficina pública, privada o en una agencia 
gubernamental. 

8. Desarrollar una mente consciente e innovadora comprometida con la 
diversidad, la inclusión, la justicia ambiental y la sensibilidad cultural, 
capacitándolos para crear sistemas de paisajes equitativos, que honren y 
mejoren ambos entornos natural y humano. 

9. Capacitar a los estudiantes con las destrezas técnicas y la visión creativa 
necesaria para diseñar y construir paisajes innovadores, sostenibles y 
específicos que integren perfectamente la estética y cuidado del medio 
ambiental. 

10. Proveer a los estudiantes una comprensión integral de las tecnologías del 
paisaje y el dominio de “software “de diseño avanzado, capacitándolos para 
desarrollar creatividad basada en datos para entornos ambientales complejos, 
urbano, rural y desafíos complejos. 

 
 
FACILIDADES Y SERVICIOS PARA ESTUDIANTES 
EN EL DEPARTAMENTO 
 
El Departamento de Diseño y Arquitectura cuenta con laboratorios y talleres a 
disposición de todos los estudiantes de diferentes disciplinas.  Estos espacios 
promueven la interdisciplinariedad y la colaboración de programas académicos. 
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• Laboratorios de computadoras 
• Laboratorio de fabricación digital 

o Impresoras 3D 
o Taller de cerámica 

• Talleres de diseño de modas 

• Estudio fotográfico 
• Biblioteca virtual 

 


